
MINUTES OF THE 30th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BROXTOWE GROUP
OF THE RAMBLERS ASSOCIATION HELD AT HIGHFIELDS FIRE STATION,

BEESTON ON MONDAY 26th NOVEMBER 2018 AT 7.15PM

Present:
Committee:
Heather Fortnum (HF)  Chair Wendy House (WH)   Treasurer
Trish Jacobs (TJ)     Secretary Pauline Clayton (PC) Membership Secretary
Susan Page (SP) Webmaster, GWEM Editor  Ken Gorman (KG) Walks Co-ordinator

Facebook Administrator Keith Jacobs (KJ) Area Representative
Mike Chamberlain (MC) Footpath Officer Dinah Northall (DN) Minutes Secretary
John Chambers (JC) Committee Member Val Tucker (VT)  Committee Member

Plus the following 15 Members who signed the attendance record:  Barbara Cordery, Barry 
Cordery, Lynne Daniels, Claudia Gathercole, Linda Jackson, Peter Jackson, Ralph Middlemore, 
John Page, Colin Portman, Nora Richards, Brian Stroud, Colin Tucker, Kathy Whiting, Roy Whiting,
Colin Wood.

1. Chair’s Welcome  The Chair welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Apologies for Absence  Five members sent apologies: Richard Coupland, Dennis & Jean Elks,
Josie Gorman, Barbara Portman.

3. Minutes of 29  th   AGM held on 27  th    November 2017 were approved as a correct record and
signed by the Chair.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes No matters arising other than those on the agenda.

5. Financial Statement & Reports Reports from Officers of the Committee, plus the end of year
Financial Statement, had been circulated by email prior to the meeting, posted onto the
Group's website and printed copies were available at the meeting.
a) Financial Statement The audited end of year accounts were unanimously approved.
b) Review of Officers' Reports.
Officers noted key items from their reports and invited members' questions and comments.
Treasurer Adding to her circulated report, WH reported that we are now having to pay
bank charges; £0.30p to pay in a cheque and approx £0.50p per £100 cash paid in. We may
need to review payment procedures for coach outings as a result.
The Chair encouraged walk leaders to claim recce costs since these can be appreciable.
Claim forms and rates can be found online.
Chair had nothing to add to her circulated report.
Webmaster,  GWEM Editor  & Facebook  Administrator SP  was  standing  down  after
many years of fulfilling all these roles.
Walks Coordinator There were no further comments or questions regarding the report on
walks or coach outings.
Membership Secretary PC had sent her report and had nothing to add.
Welfare Officer The Chair had filled in for this vacancy and reported that she had sent
condolence cards to the families of three members, Joan Mankelow, Barry Carter and Brian
Noble, who sadly had died during the last year
Footpath  Officer MC  was  standing  down  from  this  role.  The  issue  of  Eaton  Lakes,
highlighted in his report, would be discussed later on the agenda.
Area Representative KG had nothing to add to his report circulated in advance.
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6. Retirement of Officers and Committee In accordance with procedure, the Committee and
Officers all stood down. The two retiring officers, SP and MC, were thanked for all their hard
work. SP had been Webmaster, GWEM Editor and Facebook Administrator, all demanding roles,
since 2016. MC had been Footpath Officer for two very busy years. Both were presented with
cards and vouchers and thanked for their considerable contributions to the Group.

7. Election of Officers  
Lynne Daniels had kindly volunteered to take over as Webmaster, GWEM Editor and Facebook
Administrator, Richard Coupland had expressed interest in the Footpath Officer role and Trish
Jacobs was willing to act as Welfare Officer but asked all members to keep her informed of
anyone who was ill or had died. All were elected and welcomed to the committee. 
All  other  committee  members  were  willing  to  stand  again  and  there  were  no  alternative
nominations for any of these positions. All  were unanimously elected. John Stroud  was re-
elected unanimously as the Independent Auditor.

Office Nominee Proposed Seconded
Chair HF All All
Secretary TJ “ “
Minutes Secretary DN “ “
Treasurer WH “ “
Walks Co-ordinator KG “ “
Membership Secretary PC “ “
Webmaster LD TJ SP
Footpath Officer RC KJ KG
Welfare Officer TJ HF DN
Area Representative KJ All All
Committee  - 1 VT “ “
Committee  - 2 JC “ “
Independent Auditor JS BC CP

8. Refreshment Interval KG had brought walks programmes in addressed envelopes and asked
members to take any they could hand deliver to save postage costs. KJ had brought In Case of
Emergency cards which were also available for collection. Walk leaders were encouraged to
take extra copies of both to distribute on walks.

9. Topics for Discussion 
9.1 New Chairman required for 2019 HF gave advance notice that she would be standing

down at the 2019 AGM and invited expressions of interest from any member of the Group.

9.2 Maintenance of the Memorial Bench SP had been looking after the bench near Greasley
Church which is in memory of founding members of the Group, especially the first treasurer,
Lew Pykett. The work involves cutting down nettles and brambles around the bench and
keeping it clean and varnished with water-soluble varnish. She wished to hand this over to
someone else. WH and DN volunteered to take over. SP was thanked for all her work in
maintaining the bench.

 
9.3 Reminder  to  Members to  Register  ther  emails  with Central  Office  HF  reminded

members that Broxtowe Ramblers cannot email any members who have not registered their
email addresses with Central Office. Of 192 members, so far only 75 have registered. While
we can email all members about essential Group business, such as the AGM or reminders to
renew subscriptions, we cannot let them know about changes to walks, cancellations etc.
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This will be an issue regarding  advertising the 30th Anniversary plans. We will need to use
other methods to reach those with unregistered emails, no emails or those who are no longer
members, all of whom are welcome. Word of mouth, an insert in the printed brochure and
contacts between friends should be effective alternatives. 

9.4 Coach Trip in 2019 KG had three possible locations for a coach trip in June 2019 which
would be attractive  to non-walkers as well  as offering longer and shorter walks.  He will
endeavour to keep costs down. A quick show of hands suggested Gloucester most popular,
with Cambridge a close second and Hull third. It was noted that the Worksop Ramblers plan
to visit Hull and might provide helpful feedback.

9.5 Possible Group Holiday in 2019 Following the successful holiday to the Church Stretton
HF Holidays house in 2018, it is hoped to run another holiday in 2019, probably in April or
May. Ralph  Middlemore had taken over the organization of the 2018 holiday and reported
that he had been unexpectedly impressed by HF standards. The food was excellent, rooms
good and the advice from HF walk-leaders invaluable. Eight people had enjoyed a very good
holiday and RM had lead walks from the self-guiding information available;  he would be
willing to assist with a similar HF holiday. 
The Chair outlined the options for a future Group holiday. 
HF Holidays accommodation was one option with the advantage  that  catering and walks
would be organized for us and there is a good choice of venues. Short breaks can be Mon-Fri
or Fri-Mon and there would no limit on numbers. However, we would have to commit early-
on to  specific  numbers  of  single,  twin  and  double  rooms.  A  firm booking  could  not  be
changed later. Prices are rather high and group rates depend on a minimum group size. 
A second option is  self-catering accommodation.  The Landmark Trust  have large historic
properties, saved for the nation, which are rented out to groups. They have a mix of single,
twin  and  double  rooms  and  the  number  of  bathrooms  is  greater  than  usual  in  rented
properties.  Other  large  holiday  houses  are  available  but  with  fewer  bathrooms.  If  self
catering,  we would  have  to  plan our  own walks e.g.  using Walk  Finder  or  contact  local
Ramblers groups. Sharing catering should not be too onerous but would require planning and
there would be a maximum of perhaps 14-16 people.  
A  third  option  was  simply  to  choose  a  venue  and  ask  people  to  book  their  own
accommodation which would cater for differing requirements. The group would then meet up
for a meal in the evening and for the walks etc.
An email with details of several properties and the HF Holidays house at Malham had been
circulated to group members with a request to contact the Chair if interested.  She stressed
that there was no commitment at this stage but wanted to gauge interest. It was hoped that
more people might attend, allowing for a wider range of walks and other activities.

9.6 30  th   Anniversary  Celebrations  in  2019 A  subcommittee  of  four  (JC,  KG,  TJ  and
coordinated by VT) has been formed to plan this event. Following informal discussions and
information gathering, they had identified a likely venue, the Middle Street Resource Centre
in Beeston, and a date, Saturday 7th September. There is a limit of 80 people at the Centre
due to  fire  regulations,  and  seating  and catering  limits.  JC  would  check this  but  it  was
thought  that,  since  60  people  attended  the  25th anniversary  celebrations,  this  would  be
adequate. There are good transport links and parking for 25 cars at the Centre plus other
parking nearby. There is a marquee in addition to indoor seating. A short walk was planned
followed by afternoon tea, perhaps including Prosecco, catering to be provided by the Centre.
Attendees would pay a small charge but funding from the group's social fund would keep this
to  a  minimum.  As  already  agreed,  former  members  would  be  welcome  and  the  event
advertised by email, an insert in the next walks brochure and by word-of-mouth.   
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9.7 Private Facebook Page The group currently has only a public Facebook page which has
potential privacy risks. The advantages and disadvantages of a private page were discussed.
It would enable group members to chat or work together in a secure environment. WH was
concerned that any important information, such as walk changes, might be published on the
private page and the public one (which can be seen by those not registered with Facebook)
forgotten. It was agreed that LD, as new Facebook Administrator, would consider setting up
a private page in addition to the existing public page, with the proviso that any important
information about walks etc. must still be put on the public page and website as well.

9.8 Bridleway at Eaton Lakes  The Footpath Officer (retiring) reported that two footpaths at
Attenborough were under threat of closure. These have been concessionary paths for the last
10 years. The Notts Ramblers Area Rights of Way Officer, Steve Parkhouse, was looking for
people with experience of using the paths to come forward to complete User Evidence forms.
He intends to gather people together to help them complete the forms effectively. Anyone
who can help is urged to contact  MC or the new Footpath Officer, RC. 

 10  Any Other Business
10.1  Good News Members congratulated David Hickling who has this year completed the
ascent of all 282 “Munros”, Scottish mountains over 3,000 feet, a considerable achievement.
10.2 Walks Notices On Wednesday 28th November the short walk has a number of flights of
steps. On Wednesday 12th December the longer walk will now start at the Admiral Rodney in
Wollaton, with parking available at the pub.
10.3  Beeston Carnival The Secretary (TJ) has been in touch with Linda Lally, the organizer
of Beeston Carnival, who was very positive about including Broxtowe Ramblers in the parade
and with a stall at the event on 13th July 2019. There is no charge for charities' stalls and KJ
agreed to contact Alex Staniforth who has equipment for a stand. Volunteers to walk, with a
banner, in hiking gear would be sought for the parade plus others to staff the stall.
10.4 Rail Crossing at Attenborough Network Rail are holding a public information event on
Wednesday 5th December at Attenborough Village Hall regarding the installation of  Miniature
Stop Lights at the Nature Reserve level crossing. It was hoped that the Footpath Officer would
be able to attend. 
10.5 Walk Finishing Times Colin Wood asked whether finishing times could be omitted from
the walks programmes. He had experienced problems when these were inaccurate and people
were expecting to finish at the published time. SP replied that in order to complete the GWEM
listing a start time was mandatory and this automatically generates a finish time. It is possible
to amend this which she has done e.g. for a pub stop but she has not enough information to
be more accurate. She had found it useful recently to check walks would end in daylight. After
discussion, it was agreed that KG would add a box to the walks form to give leaders the option
to suggest a finish time. The warning in the walks programme that finish times are subject to
variation would be printed in bold type to reinforce the message. 
The Chair reminded walks leaders they must recce walks in advance and thoroughly check all
the details of their walks before publication in the programme.
10.6 Area AGM SP reported that the Area AGM is on 3rd February 2019 and is this year to be
hosted by Gedling Group.
10.7 Thanks JC gave a vote of thanks to the committee for all their work through the year.

 Date of next AGM:  Monday 25th November 2019.

Chair’s signature: …………………………………………………..  Date: ………………..
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