
 

OFFICERS’ REPORTS for 30th AGM 2018

CHAIR  –  Heather Fortnum

I have continued to monitor the number of walkers on walks and it is still helpful for
someone  to  let  me  know the  numbers  on  walks  I  don’t  do.  Since  January,  for  42
Wednesday walks for which I have numbers, there was an average of 12.5 people per
walk (range 0 to 33). There were a further 23 walks for which I don’t have numbers, and
2 were cancelled. For 14 Sunday walks for which I have numbers, there was an average
of 6.5 people per walk (range 3 to 12). There were a further 14 walks for which I don’t
have numbers and 3 were cancelled. 

A  self-guided  walking  holiday  to  the  HF  Long  Mynd  Hotel  in  Church  Stretton  was
attended  by  8  people  and  very  ably  organised  by  Ralph  Middlemore.  Plans  will  be
discussed at the AGM for a holiday in 2019.

SECRETARY  –  Trish Jacobs & Dinah Northall

All is running smoothly with the shared role being split between minute taking (DN) and
communication between Area, Central Office and the Group (TJ).

TREASURER    –    Wendy House

My report is quite short as the accounts this year have not been very demanding.

The committee decided not to request any group allocated funds this year as we had
enough main funds for our requirements already in the bank account. We did receive a
total of £170 donated by Ramblers Worldwide Holidays from members’ bookings.

Our expenditures were mainly for programme printing and distribution £374. This was
much less than last  year as we are now using a different printing company,  with a
simpler brochure design. We have paid a small amount out for first aid training and also
for walk expenses.

As we still have £819 in the main funds we have not requested any group allocation
again from Area for the next financial year. This will be reviewed in July 2019.

£543 remains in the social funds. £80 was used to subsidise this year’s coach walk so we
could keep the price down for our members. Discussions are in progress to use some of
the self funded money to celebrate the group’s 30th anniversary next year.

WEBMASTER,  WALK MANAGER EDITOR &  FACEBOOK    –    Susan Page 

I am relinquishing my roles as webmaster, facebook administrator and GWEM editor; I
have enjoyed developing these roles and feel that it has taken the Group forward but
now my time is increasingly taken up with other things and perhaps it is time for a fresh
pair of hands. Thanks to all leaders, I hope the Group will be supportive of Lynne in her
new roles. 
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I  am rather  sad that  the Group continues  to  struggle  with  low numbers and falling
membership, I have tried very hard with publicity with the website and publicising the
Group to local Walking for Health group but to no avail. May I wish everyone good luck
in the future. 

WALKS COORDINATOR    –    Ken Gorman

Walks

Winter/Spring
2018

Summer 2018 Autumn 2018 Winter/Spring
2019

No of weeks in 
schedule

17 17 17 17

Wednesdays 25 26 23 22

Saturdays 0 2 0 1

Sundays 11 15 7 11

No of Leaders submitting walks: 15

Good responses but numbers dependent on too few leaders.
Need to encourage recent joiners to lead.
Ideal target is 2 walks per Wednesday targeting walkers of different abilities but still lack
of short walks.

Coach Trips
The coach trip to Chester was a successful outing, well supported by members.

Proposed coach outing next Summer.

Suggestions to date are:
 Kingston upon Hull
 Cambridge
 Gloucester

The Winter/Spring Brochure is be available at the AGM.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY    –    Pauline Clayton

The latest information from Head Office shows that we now have 192 members;

 88 individual 
 66 joint
 35 concession 
 3 life members

The Ramblers Association is rolling out a new method of presenting membership data,
this will be called Dashboard.  I have undertaken online training for this and it should
simplify the storage of membership data.

The new Data Protection act (GDPR) has been the main issue to deal with this year.  If
members wish to be notified of changes to walks and receive the walks programme
online, it is vital that they give permission to the Ramblers Association.  They should set
up an account on the Ramblers website.  It is quite simple and only takes a few minutes.
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We now have a category of affiliated members, these are members of other groups who
may walk with us from time to time.  If they have given their permission to their own
group it is OK to add their email address to our list.

WELFARE OFFICER  –  Vacant

FOOTPATH OFFICER    –    Michael Chamberlain

The following is a brief summary of the main matters arising:

Nottinghamshire County Council draft ROW Management Plan 2018-2026
A draft plan was published by Notts County Council early in 2018.  The document is
comprehensive and detailed and seems to cover the issues which affect us most directly
as Ramblers including:-

 Problems where footpaths join and cross roads
 Footpath accessibility and maintenance and action on reported problems
 Replacing stiles with gates
 Steps to seek permissive access paths to link with definitive paths to improve

connectivity and reduce major road crossings.
 Bringing redundant rail tracks into use as footpaths.
 Policy to work with volunteers where resources allow.

It appears from the NCC website that the plan has not yet been approved and formally
adopted. 
  
Bennerley Viaduct
We were disappointed to learn that Sustrans were no longer supporting the project to restore the
viaduct and provide footpath access following the failure of a bid for £4.5M of Heritage Lottery
funding.  However it is clear from their website that the Friends of Bennerley Viaduct are a highly
organised group and that a lot of activity to advance the project is taking place. 

Footpath diversions
I visited two footpaths subject to Footpath Diversion Orders at Beeston and Stapleford
made by Broxtowe Borough Council and referred to me by Alex Staniforth.   I was able
to report that neither diversion posed problems and both were satisfactory.

Footpath closure, Attenborough Nature Reserve
Eaton Lake Farm, the occupiers of land adjacent to the Nature Reserve have taken steps
to close the footpath along the track from the sailing club to the railway crossing at Long
Eaton and also a link path.  Details can be found on the website eatonlakefarm.co.uk.  

Measures to  oppose the footpath  closures are  being taken by Nottingham Area and
coordinated by Steve Parkhouse.  Steve is seeking to gather user evidence from several
sources including our group.  The request to members who have used these paths over a
significant  time  to  consider  submitting  user  evidence  remains  open.   Assistance  in
completing the necessary User Evidence forms will be given.

AREA REP.    –    Keith Jacobs

I attended all four meetings of the Area Council this year, though I was unable to attend
the Area AGM.

Martin Gawith stood down as Chair and was replaced by James McGill, who is currently
our  Chair.  Judith  Anson  continues  as  Secretary  with  Steve  Parkhouse  as  Minutes
Secretary.

The ROW position has been divided between James McGill,  Alex Staniforth and a sub-
committee. Chris Thompson is now Tourism and Heritage officer with a remit to support
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and encourage  walking in  Notts  generally.  He  has  asked for  support  in  compiling  a
Nottinghamshire book of walks to replace the earlier edition and is preparing for next
year's Pilgrim Fathers heritage trail from Retford to Boston ( Lincs ! ).

Jack Prust has been obliged by ill health to stand down as Area Treasurer after several
years of exemplary service and Area Council is anxious to refill the position by the AGM.
The new format for Council meetings with a brief presentation of reports and a longer
period for examination of particular issues has given rise to some interesting and useful
topics like Walk and Talk, environmental issues and lobbying of local MPs. Walks co-
ordinators are invited to attend the next Council meeting when formulating a good walks
programme will be the topic.

We have had cause to be grateful to Judith Anson for providing information about  GDPR
and asking Central Office the necessary questions which have perhaps allayed some of
our initial concerns. GDPR has skewed some of our membership data when those who
have not  registered with Central Office have not registered as local members. All are
encouraged to make sure that this registration is completed. 
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